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MESSAGE FROM THE CHITTERNE RESILIENCE GROUP
How time flies when you are having fun! It was 30 days ago that we were
given our lock down instructions and, what with the weather we have at the
moment and the privileged location we live in, things could be a lot worse.
The Resilience Group was set up to help us all, so please remember that we are here to
help anyone who is in need of shopping, medicine collection (more on that later) provision
of frozen meals, if you need them, and a friendly voice on the end of a phone if you need a chat. You should have a list of your
street rep and helpers, so please do make use of them. Also, please do make contact if you are at all concerned about the
wellbeing of a neighbour or friend who might be living alone or with a sick member of their household.
On the prescription front, whether you are a patient at Codford or Shrewton, please remember to state that you wish the
prescription to be collected from Chitterne when re-ordering and inform your street rep who will organise the collection for
you. There is no need to drive to either surgery unless it is an emergency. Also remember in this “new age” a consultation can
be done over the phone. My wife had an eye infection so we took a photo, sent it to the surgery, the doctor phoned,
discussed and prescribed the correct treatment and all cleared up.
Who knows what the next month will bring but by using the Resilience Group contacts it might just make it that bit more
bearable. What we must all try and do is not let up on our social distancing etc. The temptation will be there, to take our foot
off the throttle but we have got this far successfully and what a tragedy it would be if we took our eye of the ball before we
passed go.
If you have lost the list of contacts please phone Murray on 851785 and he will give you the numbers.

DOWN ON THE FARM
What an extraordinary year so far, and I’m not talking
Coronavirus. The autumn and winter period was so wet that many
arable farmers were unable to complete the sowing of their winter
wheat and winter barley crops with fields lying under water for
weeks on end. Then it stopped raining, the sun came out and we
had a perfect spell of weather for the planting and establishment of the spring
cereal crops and a rapid drying out of pastures for the cattle to be turned out
onto. You only have to look at the newly established crops around the village to see
what a good germination and establishment there has been. Last week there was a
gentle rain that helped kick the growth off. The spring and winter crops have
already had their first boost of fertiliser applied and the outlook is really good at
the moment.
This time of the year is so colourful with an endless array of greens with the
grass, crops, trees and hedgerows all bursting out in colour after a wet drab
winter. Soon the sheep up at Breakheart Bottom will be loaded up and returned to
Wales after their winter holiday in Wiltshire. They make such a good job of
maintaining and improving the quality of the grass by grazing it really tight which
makes the individual plants tiller out, throw out more fresh leaves. Let’s hope the
sun keeps shining, the soft gentle rain comes at night and we have a bumper
harvest in the summer that will cheer us all up!

LET SLEEPING CALVES LIE!
Dear Chitterners,
If you come across a sleeping calf on your walk, please leave it be.
Calves hide like fawns and their mothers know where they are
and tell them to stay put. If they get frightened and run off, they can get lost.
If however, you come across something that worries you, please call the farm at
851010 and we will see to it.

The cairn was started by many
people placing stones on the
steps of the Church, at the
beginning of Holy Week. On the
Saturday before Easter Sunday we
put flowers around it, in place of our
usual Easter garden. Thanks to
everyone who has taken part.

Thanks a lot,
Harley Farm’s Cow Boys & Girls

BIN COLLECTIONS
For those of you who are
looking for the bin collection
dates, I am afraid they are not
here. We tried our best to work out

Our wee dog, Boobear, has asked me to find him
a kitten to be his new forever friend.
He adores cats, as he had two furry friends who we, sadly,
had to re-home when we came back from Spain. They were
finca cats and we thought it would have been cruel to
bring them to a place so different from what they were
used to.
Has anyone any kittens or due any ?
Contact : Sheila Marshall
Tel: 01985850214
Email: boobearone2@gmail.com

a way of letting you know but it
became very complicated and totally
illogical. Believe it our not, within our
very small village we have 16
different postal codes, and that
determines when your blue bin &
black box is to be collected. To be
absolutely certain you have the
correct date, please look on the
Wiltshire Council website, and if you
know someone who doesn’t have
Internet access, perhaps you could do
the friendly thing and look for them.
Please note, that just because your
neighbour puts out their bin, it
doesn’t follow that you need to put
out yours, as the postal code may be
different.
However, I do believe that
everyone’s green bin is emptied on
the same day - Monday 11th &
25th May.

PLANT SALE UPDATE
SATURDAY 16th MAY
As I mentioned in last month’s Chit Chat we are aiming
to hold a rather different Plant Sale this year.

In these very difficult times,
with all our villagers doing their
very best to offer help and
support - be it in the form of

As this year is so different, all donations will now go to a local Charity supporting
the Covid-19 crisis. Our next email will have all the details in it. As always we are
very grateful for any support that you can give.

cooking, shopping, or making contact in
a safe way - I would like to inform
those of you who are growing
vegetables and fruit in the allotments
to ease the possibility of shortages in
the near future, that the ‘pest control
officer’ at 61 Shrewton Road, is
playing a particularly active part in his
contribution to our welfare. This
week he has single handedly
dispatched four resident allotment
rabbits, and I anticipate many more!
Large rodents are also on his agenda,
but not as frequently!

We hope you are staying safe and well and look forward to hearing from you in
May.

Thank you Bernard, for your stirling
effort!

Many thanks

For those of you who are not
acquainted with Bernard, he is my cat!

We will email, via Petenet, the week before, with a list of the plants that will be
available to buy, together with their prices. We will then ask you to email us with
your order and we will make sure that the plants are ready to be collected from
our entrance on the morning between 10am and 12 noon. We would be grateful if
you could bring the cash with you to be placed in a donation box. If you are
unable to collect we will deliver them.
There will not be as many plants for sale this year but we will have a good
selection of flowers and vegetables which have already been sown by our green
fingered villagers.

Tel: 850416
One of the villagers has been very
busy writing a book, and I have
finally managed to find space to
tell you about it. Perhaps, as a lot
of us have got time on our hands, it
is the ideal time to have a read.

PONDERING THE MEANING OF
LIFE
A sceptic's thoughts on Christian
faith, God & the Afterlife
Ian D H Smith

Hello to everyone, and keep safe.

GENTLE REMINDER
Could I please ask anyone who is
thinking about lighting a bonfire,
to consider the direction of the
wind. With this glorious weather,
many of us are hanging our washing
outside, and although we all have
plenty of time on our side, we don’t
want to have to rewash everything
because it now smells of smoke.

A systematic review of the evidence
that may allow us to answer these
questions. There is no preaching & no
saying what some God wants us to do.

Many thanks,

Written in a clear, accessible style,
the only prerequisites are curiosity
and a very basic understanding of
religion.

Chit Chat next issue

Sue

QUIZ NIGHT
Chitterne Village Hall
Virtual Quiz
Every Friday 8.30pm start
Requirement: Internet
Access + Laptop/PC/Smart device
+pen & paper
Further login details to be sent via
Petenet during the week
Come and join the fun!

All contributions for the
June issue by Friday
22nd May.

THE WINNER OF THE SWEETS & CHOCOLATES QUIZ IS………….
******* PAUL & SARAH HORNE *******
A huge thank you to everyone who entered the quiz. There were 20 entries, of which 8 got all the correct answers. To
determine the winner, all winning entries were put in a hat and one was pulled out. Congratulations to Paul & Sarah.
In the June Chit Chat, there will be another chance to win a fantastic prize, so, ‘watch this space’, as they say.

What some of us have been up to over the past month. If you have any photos (jpeg format) you would like to
share, please email them to Chit Chat & I will try & include them. Remember, we have quite a few villagers who are
staying in their homes & they would love to see what is happening in the village.

WI MEETING - ONLINE
SOCIAL EVENT & QUIZ
A few snaps of us having a
fun evening. Great to stay in
touch and catch up with how
everyone is and to pass on
information and of course, have a
glass of bubbly!
Thanks to Rachel for this
photograph

CHITTERNE VILLAGE
HALL VIRTUAL QUIZ
Every Friday evening at
8.30pm we gather and have
a fun, informal quiz. There is
no pressure and as you can see,
it’s all about getting together and
keeping the ‘little grey cells’
ticking over. You don’t even have
to take part but just sit back and
listen to the banter and check out
what everyone is drinking!
Thanks to Mark for the
photograph

BOOK CLUB

(one of many I

believe!)

Another group of villagers
getting together to share their
love of books. This group has
been running for quite a few years
and we are finding that we have
become more a ‘how have you been up
to’ group, and the book discussion is
very much an add on item! However,
doing it online, meant that we each
had a slot to say what we thought
about the book. But of course, for
the majority of the time, we chatted!
Thanks to Liz for the photograph

