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POPPY SALES IN
CHITTERNE

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

There will be no door to door or street
sales of poppies this year. In Chitterne,
poppies will be sold on two occasions.
The first sale will be at the entrance to Abdon Close, on Sunday 1 November
between 11am and 12am. The second sale will be in front of the Village Hall,
on Wednesday 4 November between 2pm and 3pm. We will be unable to accept
donations by debit or credit cards. Money received will be paid into the Royal
British Legion Poppy Fund. Alternatively, you can send your donation to the Royal
British Legion Website (www.poppyshop.org.uk). The Royal British Legion is
expecting a loss of income from reduced poppy sales this year, so please
contribute to this worthy cause. If you have any questions, talk to Virginia Pryor
(01985 850255) or Douglas Stobie (01985 851048)

The Royal British Legion Service of
Remembrance is to be held in
Codford on Sunday 8 November.
Attendance is restricted to Codford
residents. There will be no Service
in Chitterne. There will be services
in other churches in the Parish, but at
this time it cannot be stated whether
Chitterne residents may attend. It
appears unlikely we will be permitted
to attend. The situation will be
confirmed soon. A Video Service is
being prepared to make good the
inability for Chitterne residents and
details will be issued later.
The 11/11 Service around the war
memorial will take place on 11 Nov.
Entrance to the church is not
permitted and consequently, the
service in front of RAF Squadron
Colours will not take place. Chitterne
residents only, may attend the 11/11
Service. The service will start at
1045 hours, and will last about 20
minutes. Please arrive early as it will
take time to ensure the proper
spacing is organized. Full details will
be published shortly.

QUIZ NIGHT
Chitterne Village Hall Virtual Quiz
Every Friday 8.30pm start
Requirement: Internet Access +
Laptop/PC/Smart device + pen &
paper. Some would also say that a
glass of something & a bit of chocolate,
helps!
Come and join the fun!

BONFIRE NIGHT
I am sure it will come as no
surprise to you all that the
annual Bonfire & Fireworks
Night is not to be held this
year.
If you are going to be letting off
fireworks in your own garden, please remember to
inform your neighbours so that they can protect their
animals. We would also ask that you keep safe.

MARK’S GARDEN SERVICES
Potters Pottering
Free quotes
No job too big or small
Quality service
Competitive rates
07887297060
01980 620858

SEASONED LOGS

Do you remember those ‘lazy, crazy days of summer’, when we all
hoped that by this time, things would be back to normal? Seems such
a long time ago, as I look out at the pouring rain! However, Pam Kent sent
me some photographs she felt inspired to take when the sun was shining and
wonderful shadows were being cast, and wondered if they would be useful as
a ‘filler in’. So the question is, do you know what the shadows are of? If
not, on the next sunny day, go for a walk around the village and see if you
can find them. Better still, if you feel inspired to take any unusual
photographs, please send them to me, as I am always looking for ‘filler ins’.
Answers in next month’s issue.

Dry hardwood, split logs available now
in m3 Builder’s bags
£65 per bag / half bag £35
Contact Emma 07411107916 or
eebabel@hotmail.com
The Grange, Chitterne (next to
church)

SHADOW 1

SHADOW 2

Ian Cutler
All your fencing and landscaping
needs
6 Abdon Close
07753466869/850408

HONEY FOR SALE
Don’t forget that the
Honey Shop is now
open should you wish
to replenish your
stocks.
£5 a jar
Call Murray on 851785

CHRISTMAS MOSAIC TREATS!
Get creative and make a Christmas
mosaic in the workshop of
abelmosaics. In one day master the
basic techniques using special festive
templates - Christmas tree
decorations, stars, baubles, snowmen
and more!
Friday or Saturday 1000-1600 special
rate for Chitterne villagers
Contact Emma at abelmosaics
074111 07916 eebabel@hotmail.com

LISA PEACHEY
THE BODY SHOP at HOME
CONSULTANT
Chitterne village resident
I’ve been a body shop at home consultant for a
few months now and absolutely adore the
products and the ethics of the company. Ethically
sourced ingredients, amazing plastics policy and mostly
vegan products to name a few. If you’d be interested in a
catalogue to browse through just drop me an email, text
or call. Free delivery to your door with great offers
available and any help or advice with skin care you may
need.
Text/call - 07969674626
Email - just.peachey@hotmail.com

EDINGTON ARTS
This is for anyone who is NOT on any of the Edington Arts mailing lists!
We are undertaking a bit of research into the possible use of online ticket payment and booking. If you have been to any of our concerts in the
past, or might attend one of our concerts next year, or the Choral Workshop, we wondered if you could be kind enough to send us an email with
answers to the following four questions?
1.

If you had the option, would you use your credit or debit card to pay for tickets?

2.

If yes, would you prefer to do it by
a.

Phoning a member of Edington Arts

b.

By making the payment through our website, or

c.

Either

3.

If you answered no, please would you share your reasons with us?

4.

If you are happy to use your credit card, would you like to be able to book and pay for a numbered seat at the event at the same time
through a secure online ticketing system such as TicketSource?

Thank you all very much for taking the time, and for helping us.

BOXING DAY MEET OF THE ROYAL
ARTILLERY HUNT AT CHITTERNE
PLAYING FIELDS
Due to the impact of coronavirus, the Royal
Artillery Hunt would like to let local supporters
and residents know that they will not be hosting
their usual annual Boxing Day meet at Chitterne
Playing Field on 26th December 2020 this year
but look forward to returning in 2021. The officials of the Royal Artillery
Hunt, have taken this unusual step in order to prevent any potential breach of
legislation regarding large gatherings and also to ensure the wellbeing of the local
community who are so supportive each and every year. The Royal Artillery Hunt is
disappointed that their Boxing Day meet will not go ahead at the normal location
and will follow a different COVID-secure trail Hunting format this year due to
coronavirus restrictions, with no social gathering, but is very much looking forward
to welcoming large numbers of supporters back again in 2021.

WELCOME
To anyone who has moved
into the village recently,
may I on behalf of
everyone, extend a huge welcome to
you.
We have an excellent email system
which keeps us up to date with day to
day life in the village. If you would
wish to be included in this, please
contact Pete (aka Hawthorn Pete) at
jp_monte@btinternet.com

To anyone who is feeling poorly or
just a bit fed up with everything,
we hope you start to feel a little
better soon. These are difficult
times for us all, but perhaps even
more so for anyone who is on their
own or more elderly. The days are
getting shorter, so the chance of
seeing anyone is becoming harder, so
perhaps popping round to see a
neighbour would be much
appreciated.

CHIT CHAT NEXT ISSUE
Please may I have all contributions
for the December issue by
Saturday 21st November. Either
email them to me or pop them into
the porch. All details are on the
front of this newsletter.
There may or may not be a
January issue, so if you have
something for that month, please
let me have it by the above date,
just in case. Thank you.

A number of you have been puzzled by the seemingly erratic
behaviour of the Chitterne Brook, or Winterbourne, known
affectionately to most of us as “The Cut’. It is complicated, and it
took me a while to understand it, but I think I have grasped the
essentials now, so I’ll try to answer some of the most frequent
questions.
First, a little background. Salisbury Plain was once the bed of an ocean, way
back in the mists of geological time. The chalk of which it is made is actually
the remains of billions of tiny sea creatures, whose skeletons have become
calcified and compressed. Chalk is a permeable material, which absorbs rainfall
and forms large voids (aquifers) which contain the water, gradually releasing it
through underground channels, which come to the surface in many springs.
The reservoir of water beneath the Plain is enormous - believed to be the largest chalk aquifer in Europe. When the aquifer is full, the springs
start to flow. Some of them are beneath some of our houses - mine, for example, has outlets back and front. The Cut, the course of an ancient
watercourse, along the banks of which Chitterne was built, has, over the years been developed to be a very efficient drain to carry this water
away from the village and into the Wylye at Codford.
Those of you with wells in your gardens have noticed that often, the Cut will be running very high, the readings at the various measurement
points maintained by the Environment Agency will be at danger level, and yet your wells are not full. This is because the rain water needs to filter
down through the chalk to reach the aquifer before it can affect the groundwater level where you are, and there is a delay which varies according
to the residual level in the aquifer. The Cut has been doing a very good job of getting the water through the village and into the flood plain
between us and Codford, so residual levels have so far remained below the danger level. This has been assisted by the nature of the rainfall heavy bursts, followed by clear periods giving the Cut a chance to do its job. We start worrying when the Cut is full; there are torrents of surface
water coming down the Shrewton and Knook roads and there is an upstream wind slowing the velocity of the Cut. Fortunately, we have been
spared that combination of circumstances so far this year.
I am also asked why the Cut is sometimes very ‘chalky’ in colour, sometimes clear. This is because there are two types of water running down
the watercourse, surface run-off from the fields and tracks which contains suspended solids - mainly chalk, and groundwater, which is crystal
clear, having been filtered through the chalk. It takes a few hours after heavy rain for the water to run clear, indicating that it is once again
ground water flowing through. Indeed, if it ran all year, it would be a chalk stream, like the Wylye and would support many sub-aquatic
creatures, at the top of which food-chain are brown trout. The last time the Cut was as full for as long as this, we did see brown trout, up as far
as Pitts House, so keep your eyes peeled, you may catch a glimpse of them.

OUR ROBIN
Meet ‘Robin’, our robin. We have a bird feeder station in our
garden which seems to be the ‘local cafe’ for the small birds
round us. One day we noticed a rather scruffy looking bird and
wondered what it was, so kept our eyes peeled to see how it
developed. As you can see it’s a robin and he is such a delight.
He is a feisty little thing and will hold his ground when the huge
extended family of sparrows flies in. When I turn the tap on
and the water goes down the plug hole, if he is around, he always
stops and looks our way - please don’t disillusion me, if you think
that is total coincidence! There is a saying, ‘When a robin
appears, a lost loved one is near.’

