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STOP PRESS!
PUB TO CLOSE
As many of will know, the King’s Head has been up for sale for some time, however Kenton has not
managed to find a buyer and has decided to close the pub in October this year.
The following is a potted history of the Kings’s Head which has been a focal point in the village since at least 1742.
James Wheeler was the landlord back then and several generations of the family continued to lease the pub, or were
maltsters. They are commemorated by memorial plaques on the outside of St Mary’s Chancel. By around 1830 the Wallis
family take over. They grew barley in Chitterne fields, malted it themselves at the malthouse opposite, and brewed beer,
which they sold at the pub. This continued until 1910, when Bartlett’s Brewery acquired the pub and ran it until 1920, when it
was acquired by Usher’s. Over the next 80 odd years, various changes were made to the pub and the land belonging to it, as it
changed hands. Throughout all this, it remained the focus of the village and provided the villagers with what they needed.
Finally, in 2011, the King’s Head became a Free House and it was sold to Thea and Kenton.
This now brings us to the present day. A small band of villagers, known as the Chitterne Community Pub Group, got
together in November 2016, to look at the possibility of buying the King’s Head for the village, and at the same time it was
registered as a ‘Community Asset’. Shortly after the group was formed, Kenton had what at the time appeared to be a very
good offer. This was the ideal scenario, so the group stood down in order for the sale to proceed.
We have now come full circle and the village is faced with the prospect of losing the pub once and for all. Not everyone in the
village uses the pub at the moment, and therefore will be less concerned about this; it is after all just one of many village pubs
that close every day. However, there are many of us who value our pub and would love to see it revitalised under new
ownership. Chitterne is a unique village where anything is possible, so perhaps it’s not too late to save the King’s Head.
Anyone interested in getting involved in a rescue plan should contact Councillor Pete Emmerson - 850070.

CHURCH SERVICES in SEPTEMBER
Sunday 1st Trinity 11

Sunday 8th Trinity 12

Sunday 15th Trinity 13

Sunday 22nd Trinity 14

Sunday 29th St Michael & All Angels

9am HC (CW) Orcheston
1030 Family Communion Tilshead
5pm Bible Study & Prayers Chitterne
9am HC (BCP) Shrewton
1030 Harvest Chitterne
6pm Evensong Tilshead
9am Morning Prayer Orcheston
1030 Harvest Shrewton
6pm HC (BCP) Tilshead
9am HC (BCP) Chitterne
1030 Harvest Orcheston
4pm Family Service (CW) Shrewton
1030 Benefice Service Shrewton

Sarah, Rowena & Vinna

Sarah, Rowena & Vinna

Sarah, Rowena & Vinna

Sarah, Rowena & Vinna

Sarah, Rowena & Vinna

CHITTERNE CHURCH IN THE WARS
Our church has been in the wars!
As you may have seen, someone broke in one night,
damaging two windows and jemmying open the
main door. There was nothing to steal and luckily the
vandals did no other damage. The cost is estimated
at just under £2000 which the insurers will cover less
the £500 excess.
We have also had a routine five-yearly building survey. In
addition to the usual minor problems with some stonework,
roofing, guttering and windows, this revealed the need for major repairs to the bell tower roof.
In essence the lead sheeting is too long and the overlaps too short, resulting in cracking allowing
water leakage over many years, itself resulting in rotting to some roof timbers and the floor of
the bell chamber. So it must be repaired!
Five contractors were invited to tender for the work repairing the tower and other maintenance,
and Mouldings & Co in South Newton have been selected with an estimate of just under £40,000
plus VAT to do the work. I hope they will start by the middle of September and take about 6
weeks. During that time church services will continue as usual, entering via the side door.
However, the church will be closed to visitors, as the area under the tower will be a building site
and there will be scaffolding. In addition the clock will be stopped so there will be no chime.
We are very lucky that, through the generosity of the village over many years, we are able to use
our reserves to cover most of the costs. I am also expecting to obtain grants to meet some of
the costs and we will be able to re-claim the VAT. But this is a heavy burden on the church’s
finances, and we do need to think about how best to maintain our beautiful and iconic village
church into the future. Your unfailing support for events like the Flower Festival and Chitterne
100 on Remembrance Day last year has made a huge difference, but we are faced with an
ongoing challenge and we will need the continuing support of our amazing community.

Following successful fundraising which included
the Stitching Group, Area Board, Parish Council
and generous individual donors in the community,
two exciting new play modules, a seesaw and
multiplay slide - seen here delighting young
Amber Kent, have been erected in the sports
field. The play equipment is used extensively by
Chitterne youngsters and welcome visitors from
surrounding villages.

PUB NEWS
What a nice summer we
seem to have had. It
was great to see so
many people around for
the Imber Bus Day.
Darts are still going on as normal on every
Tuesday, with an 8.30 start. Quiz Nights
have been a bit hit and miss with dates, as
people have been away. Please pop in for
September quiz dates.
The pub will be closed in September from
Monday 16th and open again on Tuesday
24th with a Darts Night.
Hope to see you soon.

It was with mixed feelings that I
left Chitterne last month after 26
very happy years. For a small village
Chitterne has a very big heart and I
made many good friends over the
years. I have very fond memories of
many village events over the years,
both in the old village hall, the new
one and Chitterne’s famous parties on
the playing field for special occasions.
I would like to thank all the friends
and neighbours who helped me so
much during my final time in Chitterne
as I was unable to drive and do some
menial tasks myself being on crutches,
so apologies to people I was unable to
say goodbye to.
I am now slowly improving, able to
drive again, so will hopefully see you
at a village event in the not too
distant future.
Jo, we wish you well in your new
home and don’t be a stranger!

PRODUCE SHOW

TALKING HEADS NO. 4
Surely everyone in the village knows Charlie. He is
often seen out and about on his horticultural
manoeuvres doing sterling work keeping the village
neat and tidy.
Charlie’s life has revolved around horses; he comes from a very
eminent equestrian family and he has a way with horses and
also, it seems, with dogs. He is always dropping in on people
for a chat and is such a part of the village that we all helped
celebrate his 65th birthday a few years ago with a pub supper.
Born in Oakford, Devon, he moved to Cornwall (his father dealt
in horses) and rode from a young age. At 17 he worked for
trainer Tom Brake (evidently known as “The Best in the West”)
and rode point-to-pointers having won his first race when only
16; he was also “2nd best boy” in the Pony Club
Championships! Then he moved to Ireland to the racing stables of Buster Marty, where he
rode his first National Hunt winner. Altogether between the ages of 16 and 28 he had 50
winners and was also long-listed for the British Three Day Event Team. His brother William
bred High Kingdown ridden by Zara Phillips.
Charlie’s reputation as a flatwork and cross-country teacher is well known both locally in the
stables at Tytherington and also internationally in Australia and New Zealand, where he spent
some time. (He clearly thinks the Antipodean young have a much better attitude to learning!).
He tells me that the best time of his life was working with Lucinda Prior Palmer (who won
Badminton several times) becoming her co-jockey allowing him to ride some excellent horses.
He has strong family ties with regular get-togethers in Argentina and Ireland but also relishes
being part of the wider family that is Chitterne. He moved here 23 years ago when Chitterne
Lodge Cottage (previously owned by the head lad at Jim Ford stables (of Cheltenham Gold Cup
fame) came up for sale. (As an aside, the winning horse Gay Donald was stabled in Chitterne
and one of his horseshoes hung in the King’s Head.)
His riding days are now over due to arthritis – a consequence of his over 100 falls and many
breaks. So his interests now are reading, gardening and dancing; (he’s a real goer on the
dance floor at any Chitterne event!).
His dogs Beetle and Bug have freedom to roam but never stray far from home and charm
everyone who passes by; he is obviously as good at training dogs as horses. Charlie is
something of a free spirit and has no personal ties (not for want of admirers I am sure).
The more of these in-depth chats I have with our fellows villagers, the more I learn about the
incredible talent there is in Chitterne.

CHERRY ORCHARD SURGERY
INFLUENZA SEASON
This year we will once again be holding a Flu Clinic in Codford
Village Hall. The date will be FRIDAY 11th OCTOBER.
We will again be using FLUAD for patients over 65. This Vaccine
covers 3 strains of flu and has an added ingredient designed to create a stronger
immune response. This is important for older people because their immune
systems are often weaker and respond less well to some vaccines.
Adults under 65 in ‘at risk’ groups including pregnant woman will get a quadrivalent
vaccine covering 4 strains of flu.
The Flu Clinic will run from 8.30 – 12.00 & 2 – 6pm
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
This clinic is for all those aged over 65 and adults aged 18 and over in ‘at risk’
groups including Asthma, diabetes, those who are immunocompromised and other
conditions.
Alongside the Clinic, Refreshments will be available on the day raising funds
for MacMillan Cancer Care.
WE DO NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE
With making cakes, cookies or whatever you fancy, for selling on the day. We also
need your help on the day, serving teas, etc.
Please let Dominique know at the surgery so as I can set up a rota.
Kind regards
Dominique, Site Co-Ordinator and Nurse, Aly Sloane

SATURDAY 14th
A reminder of the different
classes
HORTICULTURE

Vegetables
1. Potatoes x 4
2. Root vegetables - any type x 4
3. Onions x 4
4. Garlic x 2 bulbs
5. Marrow or squash x 1
6. Tomatoes x 4
7. Bunch of 4 herbs
8. Any salad greens
9. Any other vegetable
10. Collection of 4 vegetables
11. Pot grown vegetable

Fruit
12. Apples x 4
13. Pears x 4
14. Any fruit

Flowers
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Roses - single bloom
Roses - a bunch
Any other blooms
Pot plant
Garden flower arrangement
Hedgerow arrangement
Succulent or cactus

KITCHEN & CRAFTY
22. Fruit Cake
23. Any other favourite cake
24. Biscuits or cookies
25. Homemade bread - any recipe
26. Jam
27. Wine or other alcoholic drink
28. Chutney or pickle
29. 6 eggs
30. Something knitted
31. Something sewn
32. Painting or drawing
33. Photo - ‘My Village’
34. Photo - any subject
35. Article made from recycled material
36. Miniature garden

SEPTEMBER DATES
PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING
VILLAGE HALL
Monday 9th

GREEN BIN
Monday 2nd, 16th &
30th

ACROSS THE PLAIN WI
Village Hall
Tuesday 3rd (see inside)
7.30pm

HOUSEHOLD WASTE
DATES

Available from Mark Webb,
Pete Sawyers & Jackie Bull

Thursday 12th & 26th

DARTS
King’s Head

STITCHING GROUP
Friday 13th
1030
Village Hall

Tuesday 3rd, 10th,
& 24th
8pm for 8.30pm start

WOOLSTORE
CODFORD
Wednesday 4th
FISHERMAN’S FRIENDS

LIBRARY VAN
Friday 13th
Outside the Village Hall
from 1120 - 1140.

(12A)
Tickets - £6 - on sale at the Post Office
counter in Budgens, Codford

QUIZ
NIGHTS

Doors open 7pm with the film commencing
at 7.30pm

Friday nights

BLACK BOX & BLUE BIN
DATES

Saturday 7th
0930 - 1130
Village Hall
Come along for a bacon butty, toast,
or an egg butty and a mug of tea or
coffee. This is a great way to meet
your fellow villagers.

CRICKET
Sunday 8th
Chitterne v President’s Xl
All fixtures 2pm start
Last match of the season; a perfect
way to end the summer

LUNCH CLUB

King’s Head
8.00pm for 8.30pm
start

Thursday 5th & 19th

Breakfast Club

Small charge - bring your apples to the
community apple juicing day
For further information contact

Horticulture entries to
Church
Kitchen & Craft entries to Village Hall
from 1000 - 1200
Judging to take place at
1200
20p per entry
Refreshments available

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 14th
10.30
Lilian’s house
In aid of Wiltshire Air
Ambulance Week, usual raffle, of course!
The theme is yellow and green, and any
contributions will be gratefully received.
(850050)

Wednesday 16th October
1200 - 1300
Village Hall
This is a new venture for the Village Hall
Committee and has come as a result of
various villagers saying how they would love
to have somewhere to go and have a hot
meal at lunch time but in the village.
£5 for a hot meal but please let either
Barry 850884 or Lindsay 850058 know if
you will be coming so that we can cook
enough food!!

Chit Chat next issue
All contributions for the October issue by
Tuesday 24th September by hand or email
to: chitchat.39@gmail.com
To download Chit Chat from the village
website: www.chitterne.com click on the
Village Life link on the home page, then
click on Newsletters and the monthly issue
you want. You will need Adobe Reader.

